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Hi everyone, 
An action packed and highly successful term is coming to an end and in this, our final newsletter of 2016, you will 
glimpse just some of the myriad activities taking place within Fernhill over the past few weeks! 
Academic activities have not been compromised in any way, however, and senior school UCAS references and 
applications have all been carefully compiled and reviewed along with assessments taking place in the lower 
secondary and a variety of stimulating academic activities within our nursery, primary and secondary sectors including 
groups of staff meeting in their own time to further improve the already strong coherent pathways in Literacy, 
Numeracy and Science to further advance the already excellent arrangements we have in place. Our staff have been 
amazing as usual, managing a wide range of academic activities and also giving freely of their time to ensure our 
young people have opportunities to extend their learning and experiences in a variety of contexts within and beyond 
the context of the classroom as you will see; I thank them all on your behalf for their tremendous enthusiasm and 
commitment, they really do go the extra mile for our young people! 
While we are all enjoying the Christmas season, however, please keep our senior students in your prayers as they will 
be balancing Christmas celebrations with preparing for their SQA 
preliminary examinations which commence not long after our return in the New 
Year.  
Finally I would like to thank everyone in the Fernhill family for all your  
encouragement and support throughout a very busy, exciting and successful term, it is 
greatly appreciated. Wishing you and your families a happy and holy Christmas and  a 
joyful and prosperous New Year! 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

Infant nativity 

Bethlehem came to Burnside on Tuesday night, as the boys and girls of the Nursery and Infant Department told the 
story of Christmas. Opening our festive afternoon, the Nursery treated us to some wonderful Christmas songs. There 
wasn't a dry eye in the house as they rang their bells and floated their snowflakes. As soon as they announced, "This is 
the Story of the First Christmas" the infants were off, telling their story of "The Wriggly Nativity" with an enthusiastic mix 
of song, dance and words, and thrilling the audience with their energy and talent. All their hard work and practice had 
paid off and more importantly they reminded everyone of the true meaning of Christmas. 

Carol Concert at St. Mark’s 

Monday 19th December was a very special night for 
the Fernhill Family; our annual Carol Concert in St 
Mark’s Church in Fernhill was a beautiful celebration of 
Our Lord’s Nativity and I am sure that everyone who 
was there would agree that the talent shown by all of 
our young people was outstanding. This is a lovely start 
to Christmas and our young people are to be com-
mended for their dedication and hard work in making 
this evening such a special event in the Fernhill School 
calendar. Thanks also to Father Dougan for the use of 
the beautiful church of St Marks.  

Primary  Christmas Parties  

Boys and girls of the upper 

primary came together and 

had a fantastic time at their 

Christmas party. They played 

games and danced the 

afternoon away. Primary 7 

enjoyed dancing with their 

buddies and everyone 

even managed to do the 

Mannequin challenge! 



 

We would like to thank Bishop 
Toal for celebrating our Patronal 
Mass on The Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary, 
our Patron Saint, on Thursday 
8th December.  

Primary 7 participated in mock court trials at The High Court in 

Glasgow this month. For the trial, the pupils all worked hard 

putting forward a case for both the defence and the pursuers. 

Both the defence and pursuers were victorious in their cases! 

Well done! 

This month S1, S2 & S6 
pupils enjoyed a day out to 
see the Pantomime of 
Cinderella! All the pupils 
and staff enjoyed their day. 

Our senior pupils danced the night 
away on Friday 9th December at the 
annual Winter Prom. All who attended 
had a wonderful evening! Thank you 
to Miss Byrne for organising the event 
alongside the Senior Pupils. 

We had the pleasure of a visit 
from Fernhill School's first 
Head Girl! Kerrie's name is at 
the beginning of our ongoing 
list of Fernhill School Captains. 

  
If you would like to become a 
member of the Fernhill School 
Alumni please contact the 
school office. 

Our recent Ladies Evening was a great success.  A huge 
thank you to our wonderful organising committee. A fantastic 
night was had by all, with plenty of entertainment, good food 
and festive fun. 

Our next major fundraiser is the 

One Heart One Mind Ball on 

Saturday 18th March 2017. It has proven to be the social 

event of the year, so please mark the date in your diary 

and share with all members and friends of the wider 

Fernhill School Family.  



Key Dates

Wednesday 21st December 2016 End of Term 12pm 

Monday 9th January 2017 School Re-opens 9am 

Thursday 12th January 2017 School Open Evening 

7-9pm 

Monday 16th January 2017 Entrance Assessments  

Monday 23rd—Friday 27th January 

2017 

S4-S6 Prelim exams 

Monday 13th  - Friday 17th February 

2017 

Mid Term Break 

Foodbank 

The Fernhill Family came together and provided a huge number of 
items for St Columkile’s Parish food bank. Thank you to all who 
donated items to this great 
cause, it is greatly appreciated  

A special mention must go to 

Eva McClafferty in P4. Moved 

by the plight of homeless 

people, she put together a 

Christmas hamper which she 

raffled, raising £220 to 

purchase food for the foodbank.  

Forth Road Bridge Visit 

S1-S3 went on an amazing trip to the Forth Road Bridge and I am 
excited to share it. When we arrived at the Education Centre we 
were greeted by our guide, Elaine. We started an activity in the exhi-
bition room which involved building our own bridge. We only had rub-
ber bands and wooden dowels 
and the bridge consisted of 
many tetrahedrons put togeth-
er. It was really fun working 
together as a team and man-
aging to complete the task. 
After that, Elaine gave a 
slideshow on how the bridges 
were made. We then had the 
opportunity to walk along the 
Forth Road Bridge.  

By Isabella McBrearty 

Christmas Extravaganza 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  The Secondary 
department entered into the spirit of the season with all 
staff and pupils participating in the much anticipated 
Christmas Extravaganza.  The day was filled activities  
including a Quiz, Santa Dash and Parcel Wrap competi-
tion; with House points up for grab, the competition was 
intense but fun!  As a school we came together for the 
Christmas lunch and a Christmas Mass.  Thanks to the 
PTA, all pupils received a selection box.  A wonderful day 
was had by all and it was an excellent way to end the term. 

Holly McIndoe plays for 
Scotland 

Congratulations to Holly 
McIndoe who was  

selected to play for  

Scotland v England in the 
Scottish Independent 
Schools international  

encounter of the auld  

enemy.  They lost 3-1 to 
their arch rivals, but it is a 
tremendous achievement 
to receive international 
honours at such a young 
age.   Well done Holly!  

Choir sings at 
Princes Square 

The Senior and 
Junior Choirs 
sang a festive 
montage of  
Carols and 
Christmas 
Songs to   

entertain  

shoppers in 
Princes Square 
on 10th  

December. They were singing in aid of 
Quarrier's charity. It was a fantastic dis-
play of the talent we have in Fernhill 
School and both choirs did themselves 
proud; everyone who heard them left 
smiling and singing Christmas songs. 

Micro-Tyco   This year’s budding social 
justice entrepreneurs spent November in a 
flurry of buying and selling!  From cookies 
to lemonade and guess teddy’s birthday. 
Global Greatness was this year’s top team - 
achieving an outstanding Net Profit of over 
£90!  Well done to Orla, Ella, Nehemie and 
Lauren of S2.  Micro-Tyco is a month long 
challenge that enables participants to prac-
tice and learn fundamental business princi-
ples in a safe, ‘micro’ environment.  Teams 
have one month to turn £1 into as much 
money as possible. All money is invested in 
micro-loans for poor entrepreneurs in the 
developing world.  Orla reflected, “Micro-
Tyco was a very rewarding experience.  It 
taught us that with just £1 you can achieve 
anything.  We learned how to take an idea 
and expand on it to make a profit.  We also 

learned how to manage our finances well.”   


