
 

Parents and Friends of Fernhill,  
I am sure that you all enjoyed the summer break and I am sure all our pupils are delighted to be back at school! For a change, the whole of 
Scotland enjoyed a fantastic summer as the sun shone brightly on us and we all found ourselves using suntan lotion. Suntan lotion and Scotland in 
the same sentence- surely an oxymoron of sorts. 

 Moreover, it was a summer of success for our senior pupils as they produced excellent SQA results; we continue to increase our level of success 
on an annual basis. It is pleasing to note that all our senior pupils obtained offers from universities for the course of their choice. Congratulations to 
all our young people and our staff for all their hard work and dedication as well as to you, our parents, for your continued support.  

A new session brings new staff and I am delighted to welcome Caroline McKenna and Sinead Shevlane to our Primary Department, Sidyra Beg to 
our Nursery, Pamela Kitchen to Mathematics, Louise Wallis and Tony Johnston to Social Subjects. I am sure you will join me in offering our best 
wishes to our new member of the school. I am also extremely happy to welcome back Margaret Martin to our Modern Languages department 

Last Thursday, we celebrated a lovely Welcome Mass for all our pupils but especially for our new pupils joining us for the first time. My thanks to 
the PTA and staff for their organisation of our evening and a special thanks to Fr. Bernard Mournian of St. Columbkille ’s Church for leading the 
Mass and for his perfectly chosen words to all the children and parents attending but especially to our new pupils. I am sure they will take his advice 
to heart. We are delighted to have Fr. Mournian with again this session as the school’s chaplain. 

Another busy session has commenced and, while our all our pupils settle into the school year, our new S6 students have already taken part in a 
Servant Leadership Course at the Conforti Centre in Coatbridge and will embark on their Outward-Bound course at Loch Eil this weekend. These 
are wonderful activities that prepare our senior pupils for leadership roles within the school. 

 I hope that you will enjoy this first newsletter of the session and view all the exciting activities already underway in our school with so many more 
still to come as the session progresses. As always, I look forward to working closely with the entire school community and making the coming 
months memorable for the whole Fernhill Family. 

This coming Saturday 8th September we will hold our annual Family Fun Day and BBQ from 12.00pm to 4 pm. Please come along and enjoy the 
fun. Another date for your diary is our annual Celebration of Achievement Ceremony in the Hamilton Town House at 7.00pm on 30 th October. 
Please put this date in your diary. 

I look forward to seeing you at these two events at the many more we will hold this session. 
Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 
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Pupils at Fernhill School have once again achieved excellent results in the SQA examinations.  
 
In the National 5 courses, we are delighted with a 99% accreditation rate, with 92% of all results at grade A/B, and 71% at grade 
A. These wonderful achievements continue the school’s excellent historical trend of outstanding National 5 results. 
In our Higher courses over half of all results are at grade A, with a third of all pupils achieving straight A grades, which is double 
the national average and testament to the hard work put in by pupils and staff. 
 
Our S6 pupils have once again excelled, with a 100% pass rate for the third year running. Over 92% of our Advanced Higher 
grades are grades A/B. 
 
We are proud that, once again, all of our S6 leavers have gained entry to professional courses at high tariff universities and 
prestigious courses, including STEM, Law and the Humanities. 
 
Congratulations to our hardworking pupils, from all the staff at Fernhill School. These results could not have been achieved 
without the wonderful partnership forged between the school’s staff, pupils and parents. 

Some of our Straight ‘A’ pupils celebrating their success after another year of fantastic SQA results for Fernhill school 
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Congratulations should however also go to all pupils as they 
threw themselves into a wide range of competitions which 
saw them spelling words, reciting pi, building planes, wearing costumes, participating in sports, designing eco fashions and 
writing stories 

The new academic year has only just begun and already there has been much activity within the House System.  We are 
delighted to announce that Mr Gillespie is now the House Leader for St Julie. 

St Andrew’s House won the design a scarecrow competition; their winning entry is currently under construction and will be on 
display during the Bothwell Scarecrow Festival.  

Pupils have  been placed into families within their House.  These families contain pupils from across the year groups and provide 
opportunities for your son/daughter to mix and work with others from different years.  In addition, each S1 pupil has been 
assigned an S6 buddy.  S6 are hosting a pizza lunch for their S1 buddies where the pairings will get a chance to get to know 

After a very successful launch of the new House 
System; the winners were St Julie.  Well done 

champions 

Who said physics isn't fun..... ? Our S3 pupils are 

having a great time using light gates to calculate the 

instantaneous speed of a car when travelling down a 

slope. 

All pupils have settled in well after the summer break and started exciting topics of study. 

S3 chemists have become employees of Fernhill Fizz- a company that makes the gas used in fizzy drinks.  They have carried out 

experiments to determine how to make and collect the gas and are currently designing and performing experiments to identify the 

ideal conditions for making “fizz”. 

S4 pupils have been participating in molecular Pictionary 

and “building molecules” game to revise their understanding 

of naming and drawing branched hydrocarbons. 
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Welcome to our new Primary 1 class who have 
settled so well into the school routine. Mrs Kilgour 
has had them working on their numbers already 
and they have proven beyond doubt that they are 
true Fernhill School stars in the making! 

We are delighted to welcome our new S1 to the Senior 

School.  S1 is comprised of  pupils coming from our Junior 

School and some new entrants to Fernhill.  They are already 

settling in to the way of life in the Senior school and 

adapting well to moving from subject to subject and getting 

to know their new teachers .Welcome S1 and enjoy Senior 

School at Fernhill! We are delighted to welcome a number of new 
entrants at different stages of Fernhill School! 
They are welcomed warmly into the Fernhill 
Family.   

There's no limit to what our pupils can enjoy doing in our 
wonderful school grounds and the boys and girls in our Primary 
Department are certainly making best use of them. 

Our Primary 7 Buddies are doing an excellent job playing  
with and supporting their new buddies.  

Primary 1 and Primary 2 took part in a Health and Wellbeing 
activity together all about how to be a good friend.  

Primary 2 kickstarted their 
year by showing off 
everything that they learned 
in Primary 1. They enjoyed 
working together to complete 
various active spelling tasks 
and tested their number bond 
skills playing different maths 
games.  

Primary 3 have been 
impressing us with all of 
their fantastic maths skills. 
They worked together at 
different active learning 
stations to revise all areas 
in maths in preparation for 
progressing on to their 
new maths topics next 
week.  

Primary 7 have been testing their knowledge of language.  
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The new S3 Business Management class has 

been busy learning about the role of business 

in society and have been introduced to basic 

economic concepts.  Pupils are enjoying the 

fact that they are able to relate to the course 

content through their knowledge of family and 

friends' businesses. 

All pupils are settling into their new Maths Curriculums. S1 and S2 are 
making use of new TJ resources. Senior pupils, after celebrating superb 
SQA results, are making a great start to Higher and Advanced Higher 
Maths. We are looking forward to Scottish Maths Week (10-16

th
 

September). Parents can participate in the event by entering our Sukoku 
Competition. Entry forms can be purchased at the Fernhill School BBQ. 
We have a STEM trip planned for S1/2 during September - a visit to the 
Education Centre at the new Queensferry Crossing. Parents are 
encouraged to ensure pupils make a good effort at all homework and all 
pupils in S1/2 should do ‘hit the button’ every night for 5 minutes – 
improving mental numeracy is a target this term. Parents might want to 
have a go themselves! Mrs Pam Kitchin joined the Maths Department this 

term. Mrs Kitchin is a very experienced teacher and we welcome her to our department.  

We are delighted to present a limited print run of ‘From Fernhill, With Love’, 

the school’s new literary magazine, produced by the English department. This 

beautiful A4 publication contains the best of our senior pupils’ writing from 

session 2016/17, and is available to purchase for £5 from the office. It is a 

brilliant resource for current National 5 and Higher pupils, as well as a great 

read for all lovers of good writing. We hope to publish a follow-up issue later 

in this academic year. 

Hockey training resumed this month in preparation for our 
competitive season which starts on 15th September. Well 
done to everyone who came along and we look forward to a 
full turnout at the upcoming training sessions.  

Tuesday 28th August saw Fernhill’s very first secondary netball session! A brilliant turnout of 
20 girls joined us, surviving a “brutal” warm up (it wasn’t that bad!), before improving their 
chest and shoulder passes with some drills. Everyone then got a chance to try their 
favourite positions during match play. We had a great time and will be back for training next 
week from 3:30-4:45. All secondary pupils welcome, see Mr 
Hughes or Miss Deans for details. 



 Fernhill School Newsletter 

S6 thoroughly enjoyed their time at the Conforti Institute where they are taking part in a Servant Leadership retreat aimed at 
encouraging young people to take on leadership roles within their Faith community and the wider community of school and home. 
We look forward to sharing more with you 

Having secured excellent results in their Highers 
in fifth year, S6 are now turning their attention to 
their future education and work life. To help 
them on their journey we arranged for 
Futurewise to deliver a workshop where they 
could consolidate their thoughts relating to 
further education and look at presenting 
themselves in the most optimum way to both 
universities and employers. The girls found the 
session to be extremely worthwhile. A huge 
thank you to Fururewise for their support.  

A huge thank you to all who participated in the Titno Hill 
Climb on Sunday 2nd September to raise money for Kilbryde 
Hospice. It was a challenging walk and everyone who took 
part did extremely well. We have raised over £1,600 so far! 
The support is greatly appreciated.  

Inspired by one of our children who 
visited the tall ships, our learning took 
on a pirate theme. After reading ‘My 
granny is a pirate’ we made our own 
pirate hats and sang along to some 
pirate action songs.  

A Fernhill Nursery first in the shape of home 
grown potatoes. Having planted our seeds a few 
months ago we dug up our first crop of potatoes 
which we intend to cook and eat over the  next 
few days. 

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to our Welcome Mass on Thursday 30th 
August. It was great to see so many pupils and family members on the night to join 
together in prayer for a happy and productive academic session. 



Key Dates 2018/19  

S6 Leadership Course at Loch Eil  7th-9th September 

PTA BBQ and Fun Day Saturday 8th September  

Parent Council Meeting Monday 10th September  

September Weekend Friday 21st - Monday 24th September  

First Holy Communion Meeting  Tuesday 9th October  

October Week Monday 15th —Friday 19th October  

Celebration of Achievement  Tuesday 30th October  


