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NEWSLETTER 

Another busy month in Fernhill with the high point certainly being our Awards Ceremony, a fabulous evening 

which provided an appropriate focus to recognise and celebrate the wealth of ability, ingenuity,  talent and 

enterprise of our young people and our staff, and also- and perhaps most importantly- the unique ethos and 

sense of belonging we have in our school. The “Fernhill Family”  with all of its associations and connotations was 

palpable and tangible on the evening and was picked up on and endorsed by our inspirational guest speaker 

Anton Colella. In his very sincere and positive address Anton picked up on the school’s vision and values which 

for him shone through in the effort, attitude, pride and commitment of all our pupils, parents and staff. A 

wonderful evening and an appropriate celebration and recognition of all last session’s hard work! 

As you well know, however,  we don’t rest on our laurels in Fernhill and as you will glean from this newsletter the 

pace of progress never slows down as exemplified by just some of the curricular and extra-curricular activities we 

have managed to cram into this newsletter.  

I would draw all of your special attention, however, to our Open Evening on November 3 and encourage you to 

invite all friends and relatives along as we showcase all of the wide range of 

enterprising activities we undertake, and so they can see for themselves 

the special sense of belonging we have in our school. I look forward to 

seeing you there! 

 

The Fernhill Family came together this month at our 
annual Celebration of Achievement event in 
Hamilton Town House. We witnessed and 

celebrated a variety of talent and a range of 
successes achieved by pupils of Fernhill School in 

session 2015/16.   
The Fernhill School ethos permeated the event 

through an entertaining commentary by our Master 
of Ceremonies, Mr Mimnagh and our Head Teacher 
Dr Murphy. The evening was further enhanced by 

wonderful addresses from our Head Girl, Ciara 
Devlin and Dux medallist Monica Logan. Anton 

Colella, a member of the SCES Board and Chief 
Executive of the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
gave an inspiring speech to pupils, staff and parents 
alike. We are very grateful to Mr Colella for giving of 

his time and for his very kind sentiments about 
everything we do at Fernhill School.    

Best wishes. 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were delighted to welcome Lord Haughey to Fernhill School to speak to our pupils about his success as an 
entrepreneur. Lord Haughey gave an inspiring talk about his success as the owner of City Refrigeration to facilities 
management today.  He spoke of humble beginnings and his dedication, determination, focus and the importance of 
his faith in earning him the success he has today.   He answered questions from our Senior pupils before meeting with 
our Young Enterprise team and offering them valuable advice about their upcoming business venture.  Lord Haughey 
was giving of his time and expertise and we are very grateful to him for visiting Fernhill School. 

Primary 1 welcomed their parents to school this month for lunch and 
a visit to their class. Mums and Dads were delighted to have the 
opportunity to work at learning stations with their child and were then 
entertained with a beautiful Autumn song the children had learned.  

Our Hockey Team  played an exciting game of 
Hockey v St Al's this month. It was a tight match with 
a narrow defeat. A great performance from our girls! 

Nursery patrol are thoroughly enjoying their adventures in their Forest 
Kindergarten. They have marked their boundaries, cleared their den and 
established the rules and regulations for safe play and exploration. 

Our Deputy Head, Mr Farrelly, made two appearances on the Kaye 
Adams show on Radio Scotland.  He was invited to discuss “the place 
of Jesus in the Scottish curriculum” and, on a lighter note, the issue of 
teachers accepting gifts from parents.  Mr Farrelly took the opportunity 
to raise the profile of Fernhill school on this BBC radio show. 



Key Dates

Thursday 3rd November Open Evening  

Friday 4th November— Sunday 

6th November 

Cove Park Trip  

Thursday 10th November P1-3 Cinema Trip 

Monday 14th November  P4-7 Cinema Trip 

Saturday 26th November PTA Christmas Fayre in School Hall 

Friday 2nd December Ladies Christmas Night in Burnside 

Hotel 

The whole school made tremendous efforts for Halloween. The Halloween cake house competition impressed the judges as all 
participants showed their baking and cake decorating skills as well as the fancy dress competition. Above you can see a selection of 
the fantastic costume ideas our pupils came up with! The Nursery and Primary Pupils enjoyed a fun Halloween Party and the 
Secondary Pupils enjoyed their Disco, organised by S6. 

Preparation for Ladies Christmas Night 
on Friday 2nd December in the Burnside 
Hotel is now fully under way. It is shaping up 
to be a fantastic evening with a 3 course 
festive meal, a shopping experience a photo 
booth and entertainment from Graceland. We 
welcome all Ladies to join us. 
Tickets are £35 each and selling fast, 
therefore if you are planning on joining us 
could you please contact Zoe in the School 
Office on 0141 634 2674 or by e-mail 
at office@fernhillschool.co.uk 

Look out for our 
Advert Campaign 
in regional train 

stations, such as 
Glasgow Queen 
Street pictured 
left, on backs of 

Buses, Billboards 
and on the Radio!  


