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NEWSLETTER 

 
 As ever time keeps galloping on and unbelievably we are almost at our October break already! 
This is a sign of a busy life, however, and you will see from this newsletter that this has certainly been the case.  Yes our 
session is well underway now and I am pleased to report that the transition to welcoming boys into our secondary has 
been very successful with all our young gentlemen in S1 having settled in positively and participating enthusiastically 
in all aspects of school life.  At the other end of the secondary spectrum our Senior Girls have made an extremely 
positive start to the session and are embracing their leadership roles with great commitment, pride and enthusiasm, 
which is inspiring to see. They are a tribute to their parents and tremendous ambassadors for Fernhill School. I 
encourage as many parents as possible to come along to our forthcoming Open Day on November 3 with friends and 
family.   In these pages you will find details of just some of the wide variety of activities and events that have taken 
place during September both inside and outside of the classroom, and once again it has been a pleasant struggle to try to 
cram everything into this newsletter.  
Finally, I would like to sincerely thank you, our parents for your tremendous continuing support for our school: it is 
enormously appreciated, not just by myself, but by all of our staff, and I look forward to meeting every one of you over 
the course of what I’m sure will be another busy and successful session.  
Best wishes, 

European spirits were on high alert in the Modern Languages Department at Fernhill School as staff and pupils celebrated the European day of 
Languages in style. our celebrations cumulated in a Spanish Conga! Everyone in Nursery, Primary and Secondary was invited to join in , as we 
sang and danced our way around the  school grounds, raising money for Mary’s Meals. Thank you to everyone who participated in our sponsored 
Conga!! A Fernhill first! 

Fernhill Pupil’s celebrating receiving 
the Eco-Schools Flag! 

Well done to our Hockey 
Teams who played 
exceptionally well showing real 
team spirit and camaraderie 
against St Columba's. The 
team showcased their new 
Hockey kit. A huge thank you to 
our sponsor “Bothwell Dental 
Care”.  

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 



The Fernhill Family came out 
in their droves to join in the 
fun at our annual BBQ on 
Saturday. Everyone enjoyed 
the bouncy castles, slides and 
roundabouts and tried their 
luck at the raffles and 
tombola.  Great fun was had 
by all at the 'Dunk the 
Teacher' fundraiser. Well 
done to Mrs Campbell, Mrs 
Gallacher, Mr Farrelly, Mr 
Harvey and Dr Murphy for 
being such good sports!   A 
huge thank you to our PTA 
who once again excelled 
themselves with their planning 
and execution of the event!  

Congratulations to both our Primary 
and Secondary house captains. We are 
confident that they will prove to be 
ambassadors for Fernhill School over 
the coming session along with our 
Head Girl Ciara Devlin and our Depute 
Head Girls Felicity Dougan and Maria 
Hughes. 

What a talented bunch of 
young writers we have in our 
upper Primary. These pupils 
were presented with a merit 
certificate for the work they 

submitted to the young writers 
competition last session. Their work 
will also feature in this year's edition 
of the young writers publication. 
Featured from left to right are Madiah 
Bashir, Daisy Ross, Iqra Bashir, 
Caitlin Murphy, 
Calum 
McLelland and 
Sarah Glancey. 

S6 pupils took part in the Caritas 
Commissioning Service in Motherwell 
Cathedral celebrated Bishop Toal. Our 

pupils were a credit to themselves, 
their families and to Fernhill School. 

Staff and Pupils 
returned from 
Rome in June 
with crucifixes, 
blessed by Pope 
Francis.  

A Crucifix is now 
in place in every 
teaching area 
within the 
school. 



Eve Telford, a former pupil at Fernhill School, came 
back to school this week to have her head shaved 
for McMillan Cancer Care. Eve was having her hair 
shaved off as part of the brave the shave initiative 
sweeping the country to raise funds for McMillan 
Cancer Care and to increase awareness of the 
illness and the effects it can have on its victims. 
This was a real Fernhill Family occasion with Mrs 
Kielty, Mother of Erin P7, kindly providing her 
hairdressing skills. 
Of the brave act Eve commented:  
“I heard about Brave the Shave on the radio one 
day and decided that it was something I would like 
to do to raise money for McMillan Cancer Care, a 
charity I really admire. Initially I had a fund raising 
goal of 200 pounds but I have been staggered by 
the response and to date have raised over £550. 
I would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to my fund raising efforts and to 
Fernhill School for providing a hairdresser and an 
audience to support me” Well Done Eve! 

On Tuesday 13th September, Fernhill 
Nursery and Primary donned their 
character costumes to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of Roald Dahl’s birth. 
From “Mrs Trunchbull” to “The Fantastic 
Mr. Fox”, every boy, girl and member of 
staff got involved in a fabulous day. To 
the delight of our pupils, the Oompa 
Loompa's took over teaching for the 
day!! The Children raised over £70 for 
the Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s 
Charity! Well done everyone!  

This year we participated in the 
Bothwell Scarecrow Festival with 
our “model” pupils beautifully 
adorned in Fernhill School Uniform. 
We hope you managed a visit to 
see them. 

Our Primary 
Junior Road 
Safety Officers 
are ready for 
their duties. 
They will keep 
their fellow 
classmates safe 
by passing on 
information on 
crossing the 
road correctly 
and bicycle 
safety. We look 
forward to 
Calum and 
Madeleine being 
our Road Safety 
representatives 
for the school. 



The boys and girls in Primary 3 - 6 had a 
fantastic time at the Bricks4kidz Lego 
workshop. Technology fun with friends 
while learning fundamentals of engineering 
problem-solving skills. 

Key Dates

Thursday 13th October Nursery & Primary Parents Evening 

Friday 14th October Primary 1 Parents Lunch 

Monday 17th—Friday 21st Oct October Week Break 

Monday 24th October Halloween Cake House Competition  

Tuesday 25th October Celebration of Achievement Awards 

Thursday 3rd November Open Evening  

S4 Geography visited Whitelee Windfarm 
at the start of September. The girls braved 
the rain to get up close with a turbine, 
played the Generation Game and were 
able to ask a range of questions that would 
allow them to complete their National 
Assignments back in school  

The hot lunch provision was reviewed by the Parent Council in 2015-16 and following feedback from pupils and 

parents, other options were explored. We are delighted that the recently introduced 'Street Eats' has been so well 

received by parents and pupils alike.  

We have recently worked with the Senior Management Team of the School to gain Parent feedback, via a survey for 

the School Improvement Plan . Thank your for your co-operation! 

Don't forget, we are your Parent Council. It is vital that we  engage with SMT , The School Board and the various 

groups which make up our school community. We are very keen to give all new parents the opportunity to join our 

Parent Council. Please contact me for more details. Sharon Doonin (sharon438@btinternet.com) 

mailto:sharon438@btinternet.com

