
 
Parents and Friends of Fernhill,  

It is hard to believe how quickly another wonderful and successful session has flown by! As you can see 

and no doubt have noticed! - the pace has not relented as we hurtle towards our summer break and 

this, our final Newsletter of the session, is crammed with a kaleidoscopic snapshot of activities 

including our Annual Sports day, a variety of trips, visits and excursions, our Health Week activities, 

the Summer Concert,  and our spiritual pilgrimage to Lourdes. We have marked our many transitions 

through our Primary 7 Going Forth Mass the sophistication of our Senior Prom and the superb Nursery 

Graduation Ceremony …the list is almost as endless as the spirit, enthusiasm and enterprise of our staff 

and young people! It’s certainly been a session to remember and the reputation and success of the 

school is clearly being widely recognised far and wide and is reflected in the ever growing number of 

parents expressing interest in Fernhill as their preferred choice for the children’s education. The 

Fernhill Family continues to grow and is thriving and I would like to thank all of our young people, 

our parents and all our staff for the enthusiasm, spirit and drive they all contribute to our cause, and 

I wish every one of you a very pleasant, relaxing, refreshing and enjoyable 

summer break!  

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

 

June 2018 

What a wonderful time everyone had in Lourdes on our 
recent Pilgrimage. Pupils from Primary 7 to S6 took part 
in the trip and thoroughly enjoyed both the solemnity of 
the Grotto and the fun of the trip to Gavarnie.  

For such a small school we played a huge part in the 
International mass with our choir providing the music, our 
pupils bringing the gifts to the altar and one of our P7 
pupils was even selected to read a bidding prayer. The 
mass was attended by over ten thousand people and 
Fernhill school were front and centre.  

On the second day we visited the baths of the grotto where we entertained the waiting crowds with impromptu hymns and Mrs Mooney 
found herself in the very privileged position of actually opening the baths with a special prayer after which our school hymn Salve Regina 
was sung.  

Our new Chaplian, Father Bernard, and Father Liam made the pilgrimage even more special with their local knowledge and participation 
and had the great honour of concelebrating mass with the Bishop of Wallyford of Ireland at the site of our Lady’s visitation.  

The stations of the cross built into the landscape of the hills around Lourdes provided a perfect experience of the journey of the cross 
and the candle lit Rosary procession was the perfect way to end each day.  

In addition to the spiritual experience we also had the opportunity to relax and enjoy the odd sing song and pizza supper as well as a 
game of football at Hoseanna house and some horse riding at Gavarnie.  

All in all a wonderful trip in which every pupil had a part to play. The pilgrimage made a lasting impact on our pupils and staff and will 
remain in our hearts and minds for a long time to come.  

End of Term 2017/18 
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Pupils from P1-S6 enjoyed the Fernhill School annual sports day at John Wright Sports Centre in East Kilbride. The day 
was filled with fantastic competition and the children who took part should feel proud of their efforts. The staff even got 

involved in a hotly contested relay race at the end of the day which saw a nail biting photo finish between St Joseph and 
St Andrews house! Each year, pupils from P7 - S6 compete for the individual sports champion trophy. This is awarded to the pupil in each year group 
who has been awarded the highest point tally across the whole of sports day. This years winners can be found below. A huge thank to the staff at John 
Wright sports centre, Fernhill school staff who attended on the day, and also to the parents and pupils who cheered all day long! 

P7 Boys  P7 Girls  S1 Boys  S1 Girls  

Roman Smith  Julie Man Brohdan Nicol-Wood Mia Ferguson 

S2 Boys  S2 Girls  S3 Girls  Senior Girls  

Ben Everett  Chiara Marini Carla Fay  Holly McIndoe  

Our Nursery pupils had a great time at their Nursery Sports 
Day. They took part in lots of games and sporting activities! 

S1 and S2 had the opportunity to visit the STEM centre 
at Dumfries House. Pupils took part in two 
activities,  Geocaching around the grounds and then into 
the Morphy Richards Engineering Education Centre 
where pupils had the opportunity to use Makey Makey 
coding kit. Pupils finished the trip off in the ‘Harmony’ 
outdoor play park surrounding the engineering 
workshop. The theme of the play park centres 
around the natural elements – Earth, Water, Air and 
Fire. 

On the 15th June the Silver group embarked on their Qualifier 
expedition! They were faced with extreme wet weather, midges 
galore and not the friendliest of cows, but after a few detours 
they achieved the award! 

On the 16th June the Bronze group climbed aboard a luxury bus 
complete with facilities only to then leave those luxuries behind. 
They also dealt with heavy rain, large cows and different route 
decisions to make and proved what they’re made of by completing 

the route successfully! Well done girls! 

A fabulous day was had by all at the Fernhill School PTA 
Ladies Afternoon Tea. It was a great atmosphere with 
wonderful music & dancing! Thank you to our PTA for their 
hard work, organisation and dedication.  

The S6 pupils who 
achieved their Caritas 
awards were 
presented with their 
medals and 
certificates at the 
Caritas awards 
ceremony at the Clyde 
Auditorium. Well done 
girls!  
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As we bid farewell to our S6 girls, we celebrated at their Valedictory 
Lunch and Mass. It was a wonderful event enjoyed by the S6 pupils and 
their parents along with members of Fernhill School staff. Dr Murphy 
opened the day with an inspiring and touching speech. Our Head Girl, 
Kitty Barrett and Deputy Head Girls Millie MacBean and Anna Rutherford, 
all paid tribute to staff and their peer group in wonderful speeches about 
their life and memories as Fernhill Girls. Dr. Murphy and Mr Farrelly 
rounded off the event with a summary of the talent and contribution made 
by each of the S6 girls and thanked them for the very important part they 
had played in the school by presenting each of them with a certificate of 
achievement We wish them all the very best in the future.  

Our Nursery children took part in their Graduation 
ceremony with along with members of their families 
coming together to celebrate this special occasion. It 
was a lovely ceremony enjoyed by all. We wish the 
boys and girls well as they start their new journey 
through school.  

The pupils of Primary Seven gathered in the Notre Dame Oratory for a Mass 
of Thanksgiving for their years spent in the Primary Department. The theme 
of the Mass was Thanksgiving and Going Forth. The Pope Francis Faith 
Award candidates also received their certificates and badges on this day; 
testament to all the hard work they have put into gaining this award.  

Our Senior pupils 
celebrated their summer 
prom at the Grand Central 
Hotel. All the girls, their 
dates and staff, had a 
fantastic night of dinner, 
speeches, awards and 
dancing. Thank you to 
Mrs Ross and the S6 
pupils for organising such 
a wonderful evening. 
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Fernhill Summer Concert was an accomplished night and demonstrated the fantastic talents from 
both Primary and Secondary Pupils as we had a variety of performances from different stages of 
the school. Well done to all who took part it was an evening enjoyed by all.  

The Italian Club members put on a show for 
staff and their parents. They showcased what 
they had learned during their wonderful 
performance! Well done and we look forward 
to seeing what else you all learn.  

We are so grateful to Sister Agnes and Sister 
Isabel for donating this beautiful statue of St 

Julie the founder of the Sisters of Notre Dame.  
St Julie is also the patron of St Julie’s House in 
recognition of the Notre Dame Sisters historical 

connection with Fernhill School. 

It was standing room only when Primary 3 opened their classroom to their family and friends to showcase the work they 
had been doing on the Romans. Well done to everyone involved, not least of all their class teacher who helped the boys 
and girls come up with their very own lyrics for a catchy Roman song.  

This week pupils in Primary 1 to 7 
enjoyed a day trip to Kelburn 
country park. The day started with 
an interactive story session 
delivered by the park rangers and 
then they headed off to the play 
barn. After lunch it was off to the 
Secret Forest which was just 
wonderful. A great day was had by 
all and we will certainly return. 

 



 

 

 

As we reach the end of another term we have a few staff changes.  We sadly say farewell to a few teachers and welcome others to 
the Fernhill family.   

Mrs Liz Stark joined us in 2016 to teach Modern Languages and she quickly became a firm favourite with our pupils.  Her 
innovative teaching methods and passion for her subjects entertained and engaged our pupils, stoking their interest for languages 
and leading them on to excellent results in their SQA exams.  Liz is moving on to work in another school and we wish her all the 
very best for her career. 

Miss Jennifer Byrne spent 4 years at Fernhill teaching Geography and History.  She had a knack for securing ‘A’ grades for 
her pupils, whilst organising lots of exciting field trips and maintaining their interest in her subjects.  She showed her hidden talent 
for speed on the athletics track at our recent sports day and was always involved with school events, preparing the S6 for prom and 
Caritas awards.  Jennifer is moving on to teach History in Glasgow City Council and is also training to add Modern Studies to her 
list of subjects taught.  We wish her all the best for the future. 

Mr George Douglas spent 5 years at Fernhill school teaching Physics to our pupils.  Always quick with a joke and a smile, 
but someone who showed genuine care for his pupils and who was trusted and respected by them.  He brought a wealth of 
experience in teaching to the school and was a valued colleague, not only in Physics, but across the school.  He was our Santa 
Claus and the high point of his whole teaching career was being voted Prom King by Sixth year at their recent prom.  While retiring 
from Fernhill George will remain in education as a consultant and we wish him every success in this venture. 

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Margaret Martin back to Fernhill School.  She will be joining us to teach part-time in the Modern 
Languages Faculty again and this news has already raised a cheer with our pupils. 

Louise Wallis will take over the reigns of Geography teaching from August.  Louise has taught extensively abroad in 
numerous schools and in Scotland and brings a wealth of creativity and enthusiasm to Fernhill School. 

Antony Johnston has also joined the Faculty of Social and technological Studies to teach Modern Studies, History and 
Sociology.  He joins us from Glasgow Academy where he has led the Fair Trade group; an initiative he will also lead at Fernhill 
School. 

Pamela Kitchin also joins us from Glasgow Academy to teach in the Maths Faculty.  She formerly taught at Mary Erskine 
school in Edinburgh and was highly thought of in both schools.  She will be an excellent addition to our staff. 

We welcome all our new staff and look forward to them working with our pupils in the new session and we bid a fond farwell to 
those leaving for pastures new. 

In our Primary department we are delighted to welcome Mrs Sinead Shevlane, a former pupil of Fernhill school and very 
experienced class teacher who will be teaching 2 days per week. We also extend a huge welcome back to Miss Caroline McKenna, 
another former pupil, who spent part of her teaching placements at Fernhill school and will now return on a full time teaching basis. 

We wish all Pupils, Parents and Staff a wonderful Summer and look 
forward to welcoming you back on Monday 20th August 2018! 

Christopher Dunn (1939-2018) was one of the founders of Fernhill School in 1972. His contribution 

to the school is immeasurable and his requiem Mass was testament to his popularity and 

generosity in supporting many charitable causes. We ask all members of the Fernhill Family to 

remember Mr Dunn and his family in their prayers. 

Key Dates 2018/19  

SQA results to pupils  Tuesday 7th August  

School re-opens for new term Monday 20th August 

Welcome Mass Tuesday 28th August  

S6 Leadership Courses Tuesday 28th August & Friday 7th-9th September 

PTA BBQ and Fun Day Saturday 8th September  

Parent Council Meeting Monday 10th September  

September Weekend Friday 21st - Monday 24th September  


