
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

As Winter approaches and dark mornings and even darker nights descend upon us the school is as 
busy as ever.  

As range of wonderful events have taken place with more to come in the next few weeks as the 
onward march to Christmas becomes even more hurried. Our annual Celebration of Achievement 
Ceremony took place last week and was a great success. I am sure we were all thrilled as we 
watched more pupils than ever receive a certificate of achievement. My thanks to all involved 
and especially Ms Julie Dunn for her inspirational talk.  

Participation in Sporting events and  House competitions has been outstanding this year.  As 
always the school became the residence of witches and werewolves in the lead up to Halloween. In 
true Fernhill spirit the winners of the Secondary competition dressed as our three House Saints, St 
Julie, St Andrew and St Joseph. I am also delighted to share that we have our first male Junior 
House Captain showing that our school is very much a Co-Educational Secondary school.  

Nevertheless, the focus on teaching and learning is key to everything we do so staff are focussed 
on improving our fully coherent and seamless learning pathway from Nursery to S6.  As a school 
we are committed to continuous improvement and I urge all parents to join us on Tuesday 27th 
November at our Parents Views Matter Session at either 2:00-3:30pm or 6:30-8:00pm. A similar 
exercise will be carried out with staff and pupils. We really are very keen to have all members of 
our school community shape the future strategic direction of the school.  

Some key dates for your diary are the Parent Council and PTA  AGM on Monday 12th November 
to which all parents are welcome, The PTA Christmas Fayre on Saturday 1St December and the 
One Heart One Mind Ladies Night is on Friday 23rd November which is set to be a 
fantastic  night  

God Bless 
Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 
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Our Open Night was a huge success with 37 families visiting with 45 children between them across all stages of 

our Nursery and School. All visitors have been contacted and several follow on visits and taster sessions have 

already been arranged.  

We are delighted with the response to the event and look forward to welcoming many new members to the 

Fernhill Family.  Thank you to all our hardworking pupils, staff and parent ambassadors for their contribution to 

the evening making it a fantastic success. 



 

 

 

The Fernhill Family came together this month at our annual Celebration of Achievement event in 
Hamilton Town House. All Pupils from Primary 4 to S6 were congratulated for their fantastic 
achievements in academic, religious, sporting and other extra curricular activities. We were 
entertained by a variety of talent including our wonderful junior and senior choirs, solo 
instrumentalists, singers and more. Thank you to Julie Dunn who gave a very inspiring speech, 
sharing her memories as a pupil at Fernhill School and providing words of wisdom to our pupils; a 
wonderful evening.  
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Pupils throughout the school enjoyed Halloween 
Activities. The Nursery and Primary  pupils enjoyed their 
Halloween Party and our Secondary pupils impressed 
with their wonderful costumes during the Halloween 
House Competition! 

 

Congratulations to our young people who excelled in a  
first aid training session on basic life support which was 
organised by the school during health week.  
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The S1/2 Netballers continued their Scottish cup campaign 
with a hard fought match! In the end Holyrood took the win but 
all the Fernhill Team worked extremely hard until the very last 
whistle, with our final quarter being the best one in terms of 
movement and goals! A special well done to our Players' 
Player and Coaches' Player aka our defensive duo who took 
about a million interceptions between them. Well done to all! 

S6 pupils Simran, Erin, 
Arianna, Orla and Cara 
represented Fernhill 
School at the Caritas 
Awards Commissioning 
Service at Our Lady of 
Good Aid Cathedral in 
Motherwell. It was a 
beautiful service led by 
Bishop Joseph Toal.  

Some of our pupils were at St Columbkille’s, Rutherglen to 
take part in a Mass to celebrate one hundred years of 
Catholic Education in Scotland. The main celebrant for 
this Mass was Rt. Rev. John Keenan, Bishop of Paisley. 

Secondary celebrated European Day of Languages with a 
cake-decorating competition! Each family was allocated a 
country and had to plan and then create their own cake. 
Thanks to our judges Mr Farrelly, Mrs Nicholl and Father 
Mournian, and well done to St. Andrew’s House who took 
1st place with their brilliant Ireland cake – worthy of the 
Bake Off!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

At Fernhill School we strive to continuously improve the educational experience of our children and 
Young People. Together with the Parent Council we are excited to invite all parents to join with us in 

evaluating the Teaching and Learning within Fernhill School. 
 
We are keen to have as many members of the school community present as possible to take 
part in an active 'brown paper exercise' to evaluate the school against Education Scotland's 'How 
Good is our School' standards.  
 
We will focus specifically on: 

• Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

• Ensuring Well-being, Equality and Inclusion 

• Raising Attainment and Achievement 
 
We envisage this to be a fun, interactive evening which will be used to take account of Parents 
views fully in our school improvement planning and urge all families to send at least one representative. We plan to run two 
sessions to give all parents the opportunity to attend and would be grateful if you could let the school office know which session 
you are able to attend. 
 
Planned sessions are as follows: 
 
  Tuesday 27th November 2:00pm-3:30pm 
  Tuesday 27th November 6:30pm-8:00pm 
 
We look forward to welcoming you on Tuesday 27th November and to taking account of your views in planning the future strategic 
direction for Fernhill School. 

All parents are warmly invited to attend the 
Parent Council and Teachers Association AGM 
on Monday 12th November at 7pm. This 
evening gives an update on the schools 
achievements and planning processes from 
Parent Council, School Board and the Senior 
Management Team.  

Special Primary Curricular Evening—Thursday 15th November 6pm 

We would like to invite all parents of our primary pupils to a special evening in the school. The purpose of this 
evening is to share with you God’s Loving Plan; a programme of Relationships Education for Catholic primary schools 
and our Phonics programme; Phonics International. 

 

God’s Loving Plan 

God’s Loving Plan is an integral part of the Religious Education Programme in Catholic schools and it guides teachers 
on how children can be helped to develop healthy and respectful attitudes to their bodies and to all aspects of God’s 
gift of life. Parents are key in this education and we feel that it is important that parents are aware of what is being 
taught and at which stage. Our aim on the evening is to explain this programme to you and, along with Father 
Mournian, our school chaplain, and Mrs Claire O’Neill from Motherwell Diocese, answer any questions you may have. 

 

Phonics 

Phonics International is the Phonics programme used within the Primary Department of Fernhill School. We feel that 
it is very important that parents are aware of what their children are being taught within this programme so that they 
can reinforce accurately, all learning done throughout the day. Most parents are keen to help with Phonics and 
Reading at home and this information evening aims to help you to do that. 

 

We hope that as many of our parents as possible will be able to come along to this special information evening on 
Thursday 15th November starting at 6pm in the school. 



 

 

 

Our annual Fernhill School Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 1st December at 

12pm in the School Hall. All are welcome to come along as the fayre is set to have something 

for everyone including Christmas Stalls, Raffle and Tombola, Santa's Grotto and much more.  

All ladies are welcome to come along to the Ladies Christmas Party Night on Friday 

23rd November at 7pm at an exciting new venue, Bar 1821, The Byre, East Kilbride. 

Tickets are £25 each with a glass of prosecco on arrival. 

As with previous years, this is set to be a wonderful evening with great food, fabulous 

raffle prizes and a range of stalls for an exciting Christmas Shopping experience. You 

can then dance the night away to the resident DJ. Secure your tickets now to avoid 

disappointment by contacting the school office on 0141 634 2674 or 

office@fernhillschool.co.uk  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Key Dates 
Parent Council AGM Monday 12th November 2018 7pm in 

School 

S5 & S6 Parents Night Tuesday 13th November  

Special Primary Curricular Evening Thursday 15th November 6pm 

Friday 16th November Individual and Family Photographs 

Tuesday 20th November Nursery and Primary Parents Evening 

Wednesday 21st November Lower Primary Cinema Trip 

Friday 23rd November PTA Ladies Christmas Party Night  

Tuesday 27th November Parents Views Matter  

Two Sessions : 2:00pm-3:30pm or  

6:30pm-8:00pm 

 

Satuday 1st December  Christmas Fayre  


